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EMANCIPATE YOURSELF FROM MENTAL SLAVERY          
Know your [Baptist] history 

 

     With full freedom from slavery and apprenticeship in 1838, there was the 

desire among some blacks for personal liberty and land of their own. This desire 

was heightened by the harsh treatment meted out to the ex-slaves by the plant-

ers. In many cases, the planters paid the slaves low wages and charged them 

high rental fees, which sometimes led to eviction from plantation dwellings. It 

was soon realised that freedom would have little meaning as long as planters 

controlled both the housing and labour of the ex-slaves. Free villages emerged 

as a solution to this problem. 

     Free villages were townships established during the post-emancipation pe-

riod. Their development was both undirected and systematic. In the first case, 

individual ex-slaves either bought random sections of wasteland subdivided for 

that purpose by planters who needed quick capital; or obtained lots from plant-

ers who abandoned their properties with the hope of recovering some of their 

losses. In the second case, free villages were established under well-defined 

leadership, which came from the Non-Conformist missionaries. These mission-

aries came from the Baptist, Moravian, Presbyterian and Methodist denomina-

tions. They bought land, which they sold in small lots to their congregation. 

     There are ten listed Free Villages heritage sites in Jamaica.  These are Sligo-

ville (St. Catherine), Sturge Town (St. Ann), Clarksonville (St. Ann), Buxton 

(St. Ann), Goodwill (St. James), Granville (Trelawny), Kettering (Trelawny), 

Maidstone Manchester), Salem (Westmoreland) and Time and Patience 

(Trelawny). 

     Sligoville, Sturge Town, Clarksonville, Buxton, Granville, and Kettering 
Free Villages, were organized by Baptist ministers such as Rev. James Phillipo,  

Rev. John Clarke and Rev. William Knibb, who bought land for the settlement 

of ex-slaves.  Free Villages operated schools to educate the ex-slaves. 
Adapted from Jamaica National Heritage Trust site: http://www.jnht.com/index.php 

During the course of the first week of August, some of us will spend the time thinking about  our 

independence and what it truly represents—our freedom as a nation.  And while we think about our 

freedom as a nation, we must also be moved to think about a greater freedom—our freedom 

in Christ Jesus.   

 Our freedom as a nation and our freedom in Christ indicate that we were once in 

bondage.  As slaves, our fore-parents were in chains and were in bondage to their slave mas-

ters who ruled over them.  A greater bondage however  is that we were in bondage to sin—sin 

was our master and ruled over us. 

 Our freedom as a nation and our freedom in Christ were not free—they were paid for 

in blood.  Our forefathers and mothers were savagely beaten and tortured.  They bore this 

pain through sweat and blood so that today we can be free from the bondage of slavery.  Our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus was disgracefully beaten and nailed to a cross because of our sin.  He 

shed His blood for us so that today we can be free from the bondage of sin. 

 It was for freedom that our forefathers sweated and toiled so that we would never 

have to live under the conditions that they were subjected.  It is for freedom that Christ has 

set us free. Let us therefore stand firm, and not let ourselves be burdened again by a 

yoke of slavery (Galatians 5:1).       Dahlia Palmer 
Chairperson, Communications 

Remember …. 
to pray for the sick and shut-in mem-

bers of the church and in our         
surrounding communities.   

August Birthdays 
 

Andrea Jackson    3rd 
Dahlia Palmer     3rd 
Florel Miller     7th 
Lorna Coleman Campbell    9th 
Annette Forbes    9th 
Violet Daley   10th 
Claudia Hylton   10th 
Norman Israel   12th 
Shantel Clarke  22nd 
Elaine Peterkin  23rd 
 

Flower of the 

Gladiators 

is the August 

flower  
Strength of character, 

sincerity, and generosity, 

are traits symbolized in the Gladiolus.  

 

PERIDOT (or evening emerald) is 

the birthstone for August. 

AUGUST REMINDERS 
 

1st Emancipation Day 

 

1st JCDC Emancipation Service  

 (Port Maria Gospel Chapel) 

 

2nd-7th Youth Camp 

 

6th Independence Day 

 



 
 PAGE 2 E-EMMANUEL August  2010 

We welcome your ideas and  
suggestions 

 
 

Please e-mail us at:  
emmanuel_baptist_1828@yahoo.com 

 

Or write us at:   
PO Box 64, Pt. Maria, St. Mary 

Take care ... 
     … of the environment!!  One responsibility that we have been charged with here on 

earth is that of taking care of the environment—the earth and the creatures that God has 

given us.  We must admit that, for want of a less hectic life-style, we have made many 

compromises that have drastically affected our environment.   

     Our environment should remind us of the greatness of our Creator and serve as a 

springboard of praise to Him.  When we use the environment as a garbage dump, this 

mars its beauty and threatens all of us who reside here.  We must act in a responsible way 

and teach our children how to take care of the earth.   

 

Things you can do to be a good steward of the environment: 

 Do not throw garbage through car, taxi or bus windows—keep your garbage and dis-

card of your garbage in a garbage bin.  Also, do not throw garbage (especially plastics) 

in rivers.  Plastics can take 50 - 80 years to decompose. 

 Plant fruit trees and other plants to prevent soil erosion. 

 Create compost heap from peels of fruits, vegetables and dried grass 

 Do not burn garbage!  When you burn garbage the chemicals from burning pollute the 

air as well as create an annoyance to your neighbours.  Furthermore, Jamaican laws 

prohibit burning in residential areas.  The National Solid Waste Management Act sets 

out that there is a maximum fine of $1 million or a term not exceeding nine months, if 

you are found guilty of breaching this act. 

 Recycle materials to reduce the amount of space used for waste disposal. 
 

When we do all of this we will contribute to taking care …  

 

… of the environment! 

The Music & Arts  

Department ... 

 

will be hosting a second 

music workshop during 

the month of August for 

beginners, near    begin-

ners and intermediate     

persons who are inter-

ested in playing the key-

board and the drums. 

 

 

Date/Time: TO BE  
  ANNOUNCED 
 
Venue:  Emmanuel Baptist 
  Church 

Thought:  Never 

criticize the person 

who signs your pay 

cheque.  If you are 

unhappy with your job, 

resign! 

ONE OF OUR NATIONAL SYMBOLS 
Our National Symbols are representative of our rich history and culture. They de-
fine us as a people – Jamaicans who are proud of where we are coming from. 

 

 The Jamaican National Flag was first raised on Independence Day, 
August 6, 1962. It signifies the birth of our nation. The Flag brings to 
mind memories of past achievements and gives inspiration towards fur-
ther success.  The sun shineth (gold), the land is green (green) and the 

people are strong and creative (black)” is the symbolism of the colours of the flag.  

W  S  C  A  L  A  C  I  R  F  A  R  E  H  F  S 

N  O  I  T  A  P  I  C  N  A  M  E  A  Q  P  S 

J  I  E  F  K  F  Z  X  S  B  K  T  U  W  G  F 

P  L  G  Z  A  R  U  I  R  B  S  S  I  S  J  C 

X  R  A  T  Y  E  V  N  K  T  E  A  U  N  P  E 

L  L  D  D  H  E  Z  D  E  P  G  M  E  I  L  O 

L  L  N  C  Q  D  A  E  T  J  A  G  E  A  A  J 

T  X  O  S  U  O  W  P  K  O  L  E  R  H  N  L 

Z  P  B  B  L  M  U  E  L  O  L  V  U  C  T  S 

T  W  V  W  Y  A  D  N  J  D  I  A  T  K  A  T 

W  O  P  D  Z  H  V  D  E  J  V  L  L  R  T  S 

B  H  M  Z  F  Y  Y  E  L  P  E  S  U  P  I  I 

G  J  M  Q  K  M  Y  N  R  D  E  I  C  A  O  T 

S  P  M  C  P  G  B  C  I  Y  R  K  W  A  N  P 

A  R  A  N  Q  V  B  E  J  H  F  J  F  E  S  A 

Y  T  Z  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  J  H  L  Q  X  B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The youth  
department  
wishes to say  
thanks to all  
persons who,  
in one way or  
another,  
supported the children’s concert on 
July 17, 2010. 

 
 

 

 

 

The Emmanuel Baptist Children 
and Youths 

 

present 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

GOD BE PRAISED! 
A concert featuring presentations by 

children in praise of God 

 

Sunday, July 4, 2010 

 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Cost: $200 (adults); $100 (children) 

 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Port Maria 

 
Refreshments on sale 
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These words relate to 
emancipation and inde-

pendence.  Can you 
find them? 

 
Africa 

Baptists 
bondage 
chains 
culture 

emancipation 
Free Villages 

freedom 
history 

independence 
plantations 

slave-master 
slavery 
Tacky 


