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October - December 2006

COMMITMENT TO STEWARDSHIP

Already, one month has passed since the new church year begun and believe it or not, we have only one more month before the end of
the calendar year 2006—but the cause of Christ still goes on.
As Christians, our foremost responsibility is rooted in God’s Mission (all through the year). Being a part of the Mission of our Lord demands that we see ourselves as God’s steward—one who takes care of God’s possessions i.e. His people and His property and this we do from the
position of servitude. Serving requires that we work diligently and with integrity with the people around us and in protecting the environment.
Let us not merely be concerned with just our own need for physical survival.
Being a steward of God is a privilege and a responsibility and it necessitates the giving of our time, talents and tithes. Each of us should use
whatever gift God has given us to serve others faithfully. Certainly, this does not mean that we will not enjoy life - in fact, God has given us all
good things to enjoy and surely, we should not deny ourselves the opportunity to enjoy God’s good gifts..
As the season of Advent approaches, let us commit ourselves to being God’s faithful and diligent steward. Let us use the many ways and
the myriad of opportunities to demonstrate our stewardship responsibilities until we all reach unity in the faith and the fullness of Christ.
Dahlia. Palmer,
Chairperson,
Communications Committee

St. Mary Baptist Association Day
Dates to Remember
On Sunday, November 26, 2006, all
members of the JBU churches in St. Mary will
congregate at the Emmanuel Baptist Church, Port
Maria, for the Annual Association Service.
The service will begin at 9:30 a.m. The
speaker for the morning session will be the Rev.
Karl Henlin, president of the Jamaica Baptist Union
and the presenter for the afternoon session will be
the Rev. Jonathan Hemmings, pastor of the Ocho
Rios Circuit of Baptist Churches and immediate
past president of the JBU.
There will be no business meeting during
the afternoon session—this was held on Saturday,
November 18th at the Grace Baptist Church in
Oracabessa. Nevertheless, there will be a special
awards function - which you must share in.
We encourage you all to share in fellowshipping with our sisters and brothers within the parish so make every effort to be here
Remember too, lunch will be on sale or, if
you like you can take your own lunch.

November
23—24 National Youth Conference
25th

Youth Rally (Ocho Rios Baptist)

26th

St. Mary Baptist Association Sunday

December
3rd

1st Sunday in Advent

17th

Carol Service

25th

Christmas Day

31st

Christmas Sunday
Watch Night Service
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We MUST protect our environment
Have you been taking note of the excessive pile up of garbage in Port
Maria and its environs? Have you noticed the pollution of our beautiful sea
shores? This is simply pointing to trouble for humans and the environment in the
future.
Believe it or not, our health depends on how well we are able
to manage our garbage (and by health we are talking about our
physical, mental and psychological state of being). We must
begin to think and act wisely in this regard.
What FIVE things can I do to help in protecting my
environment?
1. Throw garbage in garbage bins.
2. Secure the bins so that they cannot be
overturned by stray animals
3. DO NOT throw garbage in the sea,
rivers nor in drains.
4. DO NOT throw garbage through bus or
car windows.
5. Reduce and reuse some materials (e.g.
scandal bags)
Let us endeavour to take the extra steps to
reduce waste, prevent pollution, and conserve resources. Let us strive to restore and
sustain our environment. Each of us has a
role to play in this regard—at home, school
and work– yes, we can make a change that will help to preserve our resources for
future generations.
GALINA LAND
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Remember to pray for the sick
and shut-in members of the
church. And,
if you can,
visit with them
too.

BOLDNESS IN MISSION
Emmanuel Scout Troops

We give God thanks for the many faithful and diligent
members who continue to make sacrifices in giving towards the purchase of the land in Galina. We know that
these are difficult times and we continue to pray that
God will continue to bless you and honour your sacrificial commitment.

We continue to pray for Sister Monica who
has boldly taken steps to form the scout group.
It is no easy task but she has committed herself to
giving her time and effort to work with young people in
the circuit.

To-date, we have paid a total of two million dollars
on the property and we hope to secure a loan of four
million dollars to cover the balance.

What bold step will you take today? Perhaps you can
offer one hour per week to helping child with his/her
homework. Try it! Be bold for the Lord!!

Please continue to pray for body of believers as we
undertake this task which we believe the Lord is calling
us to undertake at this time.

We welcome your ideas and suggestions

If you have ideas and suggestions as to how we can
continue to raise funds, please let us know

Please e-mail us at
emmanuel_baptist_1828@yahoo.com
Or write us at:
PO Box 64, Pt. Maria, St. Mary

