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JAMAICA BAPTIST UNION MISSION AGENCY 

MISSION MONTH BIBLE STUDY OUTLINES 

Theme: Partnering with God; Fulfilling God’s Mission 

 

Week 4 

 

Topic: Grasping the Opportunities 

 

Texts: Acts 8:26-40 

 

Objective:  To help Christians appreciate the importance of discerning God’s 

mind and doing God’s will pursuant to fulfilling God’s mission. 

 

Setting the Stage: What if you were invited by your pastor to relocate for five 

years to serve as a missioner in Zambia or among refugees in Syria? 

BIBLICAL BLURB 

Subsequent to a fruitful evangelistic campaign in Samaria, the Spirit of God 

instructed Phillip to leave the city for a deserted place. In obedience, Phillip 

went and soon encountered an Ethiopian official who had gone to Jerusalem 

to worship and was returning home. He was reading an extract from the 

prophetic book of Isaiah. Phillip seized the opportunity to explain the passage to 

him. The encounter ended with the official making a profession of faith in Christ. 

TEACHING POINTS 

1. God’s Initiative and Preparation 

As the Spirit of God leads and direct the mission of God, we are left to marvel at 

the wisdom of God. God in divine wisdom and foreknowledge had so ordained 

the life of this man to be an instrument in His hand. The author of Acts has made 

sure that we knew a lot about this eunuch, although his name remains a 

mystery. In fact, besides Jesus himself, no other character in the Bible is so fully 

described. 

Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, that is, the 

queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury, who had come to 

Jerusalem to worship, and was returning home. Seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. (Acts 8:27b-28) 
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From the above we can deduce that the individual was: 

 a foreigner 

 an African 

 a eunuch (a castrated male) 

 a rich person 

 a member of a royal court 

 a literate person (most people in those days did not read including several 

of Jesus' disciples) 

 a person of faith 

So, here is someone who had travelled hundreds of miles from Ethiopia to 

Jerusalem to worship. We can say that while several of the apostles were in 

Jerusalem at the time, it was not the will of God for him to consult with them 

there.  Indeed, God’s ways are not our ways! What can we learn about the 

mission of God by just reflecting upon these things? 

Does it communicate to us that the mission of God is inclusive of persons of 

African descent, persons who may be surgically altered, gender variant, rich 

and who are civil servants? 

Should we like Phillip be always ready to be used by God to break barriers and 

build bridges in order to bring believers into wholesome relationships with Christ? 

 

2. God Uses His Word To Penetrate People Hearts 

At the point where Phillip appeared alongside the chariot, the Ethiopian was 

reading aloud Isaiah 53:7-8.  

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like 

a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not 

open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of 

his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the 

transgression of my people he was punished. (NIV) 

Prompted by the Spirit of God, Phillip asked “Do you understand what you are 

reading?”  He replied that he could not understand it, unless someone guides 

him, and with this he invited Phillip to join him in his chariot. 

The problem he had with the passage was trying to understand who the 

prophet was speaking about; was it about “himself or someone else?” Phillip 



Week 4 
 

3 
 

then “…began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 

news about Jesus.” (v.35) 

 

3. The Mission of God…’Tis Mystery all 

What if we were to look at Acts 8 and Isaiah 53 from the perspective of the 

eunuch? Imagine you are a child taken from home and parents, taken to 

another country. Men held you down and operated on you as you lay frozen 

with fear. You felt the searing pain of castration and suffered a long recovery. 

You grew up but never experienced puberty. As boys matured, you did not 

change in the same ways. You began your work in the royal court. You longed 

to be in a family again, and even to have your own children. But you were busy 

and unable. 

Non-eunuchs in the court respected and mocked you, sometimes at the same 

time. They envied your elevated status in the palace and jeered you for being 

less than a man. You felt rejected and alone. You were sick often and grew 

fragile because you lacked testosterone. Your bones grew brittle. Your heart 

grew bitter. 

Then at a temple stall, you purchase a passage of scripture, one about a man 

of sorrow acquainted with grief. You’re curious about this person, "Is the prophet 

speaking of himself or of someone else?” 

You read the words, and it is like you’re looking in a mirror. 

He was like a sheep being led to be killed. 

He was quiet, as a lamb is quiet while its wool is being cut; 

he never opened his mouth. 

 

He was shamed and was treated unfairly. 

He died without children to continue his family. 

His life on earth has ended.           

You feel the weight of these words. You continue reading and come to Isaiah 

chapter 56. You discover an extraordinary promise from God to both foreigners 

and eunuchs; a promise to you. 
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Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, 

“The Lord will surely separate me from His people.” 

Nor let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 

For thus says the Lord, 

“To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, 

And choose what pleases Me, 

And hold fast My covenant, 

To them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, 

And a name better than that of sons and daughters; 

I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off. (Isaiah 56:3-5) 

 

No wonder you go home rejoicing! 

There is a lot we don’t know about this eunuch, the very first baptized believer in 

the early church. But have we ever wondered what would happen if someone 

who looks like the Ethiopian eunuch walks into our churches today? Would they 

go home rejoicing? 

 

Summary 

As Christians we must not underestimate the power of God in using the Scripture 

to speak to the hearts of all peoples. There are many persons who have come 

to faith and belief in Christ because of the Word they heard or read. Sometimes 

we may find it difficult to persuade someone to respond to the gospel message, 

but God can use His word to penetrate the heart of all persons. 

God who by the Spirit was at work in coordinating all of these happenings could 

have completed all by Himself. However, He did not. God invited Phillip to 

participate in leading this man to faith in Jesus Christ. One of the lessons from this 

passage is that God uses obedient Christians to share in the work of God’s 

mission. Phillip obediently followed the leading of the Holy Spirit and used the 

Word of God to lead this man to faith in Christ.  

Discussion Questions 

What if Phillip had decided to ignore the Spirit of God? 

Are there similar situations and opportunities that have been presented to us 

every day? How have we been responding? 

Has God been setting up such appointments and scenarios for us, but we have 

not been seizing the opportunities?  



Week 4 
 

5 
 

Let us open our eyes to the opportunities God has prepared, and beady to 

respond in obedience to them. 


